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University Grants Commission [ACT 36

(f) “University” means a University established or
incorporated by or under a Central Act, a
Provincial Act or a State Act, and includes any
such institution as may, in consultation with the
University concerned, be recoginsed by the
Commission in accordance with the regulations
made in this behalf under this Act.

3. The Central Government may, on the advice of the
Commission, declare by notification in the Official
Gazette, that any institution for higher education,
other than a University, shall be deemed to be a
University for the purposes of this Act, and on such
a declaration being made, all the provisions of this
Act shall apply to such institution as if it were a
University within the meaning of clause (f) of section 2.

CHAPTER II

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMISSION

4. (1) With effect from such date as the Central
Government may, by notification in the Official
Gazette, appoint, there shall be established a
Commission by the name of the University Grants
Commission.

(2) The said Commission shall be a body corporate
having perpetual succession and a common seal,
and shall by the said name sue and be sued.

1[5. (1) The Commission shall consist of –
(i) a Chairman,
(ii) a Vice-Chairman, and
(iii) ten other members,
to be appointed by the Central Government.

(2) The Chairman shall be chosen from among
persons who are not officers of the Central
Government or of any State Government.

(3) Of the other members referred to in clause (iii) of
sub-section (1) –
(a) two shall be chosen from among the officers

of the Central Government, to represent that
Government;

Application of Act
to institutions for
higher studies
other than
Universities

Establishment of
the Commission

Composition of
the Commission

1. Subs. by. Act 33 of 1972, s. 3, for s. 5 (w.e.f. 17-6-1972)

(Chapter I - Preliminary)
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 la- 72] ubZ fnYyh] cq/okj] iQjojh 20] 2019@iQkYxqu  1] 1940 
No.  72] NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY  20,  2019/PHALGUNA  1,  1940

fo'ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksxfo'ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksxfo'ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksxfo'ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx    

vf/klwpukvf/klwpukvf/klwpukvf/klwpuk    

ubZ fnYyh] 20 Qjojh] 2019 

fo'ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx ¼le fo'ofo|ky; laLFkku½ fofu;e] 2019fo'ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx ¼le fo'ofo|ky; laLFkku½ fofu;e] 2019fo'ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx ¼le fo'ofo|ky; laLFkku½ fofu;e] 2019fo'ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx ¼le fo'ofo|ky; laLFkku½ fofu;e] 2019    

izLrkoukizLrkoukizLrkoukizLrkouk    

fefefefe----    lalalala----    1&2@2018 ¼lh1&2@2018 ¼lh1&2@2018 ¼lh1&2@2018 ¼lh----ihihihih----ihihihih----&1@Mh&1@Mh&1@Mh&1@Mh----;w;w;w;w----½ ½ ½ ½ .—fl) 'kS{kf.kd xq.kksa okys laLFkkuksa dks le fo'ofo|ky;ksa ds :i esa ?kksf"kr djus dh izfØ;k dks 
,d lqO;ofLFkr i)fr ls fofu;fer djus] vkSj vkxs fo'ofo|ky; ds ekudksa ds vuq:i le fo'ofo|ky; laLFkkuksa }kjk iznku dh xbZ mPprj f'k{kk 
dh xq.koÙkk dks cuk, j[kus ds fy, fo'ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx] fo'ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx vf/kfu;e] 1956 dh /kkjk 26 dh mi/kkjk  ¼i½ dh [kaM 
¼p½ vkSj ¼N½ }kjk iznÙk 'kfDr;ksa dk iz;ksx djrs gq, fuEuor fofu;e cukrk gS] uker%

1111----0  y?kq 'kh"kZd] vuqiz;ksx rFkk izkjaHk0  y?kq 'kh"kZd] vuqiz;ksx rFkk izkjaHk0  y?kq 'kh"kZd] vuqiz;ksx rFkk izkjaHk0  y?kq 'kh"kZd] vuqiz;ksx rFkk izkjaHk    

1-1 bu fofu;eksa dks fo'ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx ¼le fo'ofo|ky; laLFkku½ fofu;e] 2019 dgk tk,xkA 

1-2 ;s fofu;e ,sls izR;sd laLFkku ij ykxw gksaxs tks Lo;a dks le fo'ofo|ky; laLFkku ?kksf"kr djokuk pkgrs gSa] ;|fi] mÙkjO;kih izHkko ls ,sls 
laLFkku ij Hkh ykxw gksaxs ftls fo'ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx vf/kfu;e] 1956 dh /kkjk 3 ds rgr le fo'ofo|ky; laLFkku ds :i esa ?kksf"kr fd;k 
x;k gSA 

1-3 ;s fofu;e vkf/kdkfjd jkti= esa izdk'ku dh frfFk ls izHkkoh gksaxsA 

1-4 ;s fofu;e fo'ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx ¼le fo'ofo|ky; laLFkku½ fofu;e] 2016 dks izfrLFkkfir djsaxsA 

2222----0  ifjHkk"kk,a0  ifjHkk"kk,a0  ifjHkk"kk,a0  ifjHkk"kk,a    

bu fofu;eksa esa] tc rd fd lanHkZ esa vU;Fkk visf{kr u gks% 

2-01 ^^vf/kfu;e** ls fo'ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx vf/kfu;e] 1956 ¼1956 dk vf/kfu;e 3½ vfHkizsr gS] 

2-02 ^^dSEil vFkok ifjlj** ls vfHkizk; ,sls le fo'ofo|ky; laLFkku ds eq[;ky; fLFkr ifjlj ls gS] ftlesa ladk;] deZpkjh òan] Nk=] 
rFkk blds 'kS{kf.kd foHkkx tSlh bldh eq[; lqfo/kk,a Hkkjr ds fdlh 'kgj@dLcs@xzke esa vofLFkr gksaxh vkSj blesa eq[;ky; esa mlh {ks= ds 
{ks=kf/kdkj ds v/khu fLFkr lHkh ifjlj 'kkfey gSaA 

EXTRACT OF UGC (INSTITUTIONS DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITYS) REGULATION 2019
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15.0 DISTANCE EDUCATION 

Institution Deemed to be Universities may offer courses in the Open, Distance Learning / On Line 

mode in accordance with the UGC (Open and Distance Learning) Regulations, 2017, and UGC 

(Online Courses or Programs) Regulations 2018 as amended from time to time. 

Provided that Institution Deemed to be University, which are already offering programmes of study, 

with the approval of the Commission, through the Open and Distance Learning mode, shall be 

permitted to continue such programmes subject to further approval by the Commission. 

16.0 POWER  TO CONDUCT  ENQUIRY  AND  CONSEQUENCES OFVIOLATION OF 

REGULATIONS 

16.01 Where the Government or the Commission, as the case may be, receives information by way of a 

complaint or otherwise, that an Institution Deemed to be University has violated any of the provisions 

of these Regulations, it shall cause to conduct an enquiry into the facts of such information after 

issuing a notice to the said effect to the Institution Deemed to be University. 

16.02 The Commission may also cause an inspection, to be made by persons of eminence and integrity; being 

experts in matters of academics, administration and finance; regarding academic outcomes or any 

matter connected with the administration or finances of the Institution Deemed to be University for 

the purpose of the enquiry. 

16.03 Based on the enquiry or through regular inspections mentioned in these Regulations, if the Government 

or the Commission, as the case may be, is satisfied that these Regulations have been violated, the 

Institution Deemed to be University shall be subjected to such action as provided in these 

Regulations, after a reasonable opportunity has been given to the institution to present its case. 

16.04 Where an Institution Deemed to be University is found to have violated the provision(s) of these 

Regulations, it may be subjected to one or more of the following action(s) : 

A. Violations leading to issuance of unapproved degrees: 

i. Punishment under Section 24 of the University Grants Commission, 1956. 

ii. Barring from any expansion in terms of diversification to new Courses / Programmes of study 

/ Department(s) and Off-Campus(es) / Constituent Institution(s) / Off-Shore Campuses, for a 

limited period. 

iii. Reducing the intake capacity in student enrolment in a specific course(s) or in all courses, for 

a limited period or in perpetuity. 

iv. Barring from admission of students for a limited period or in perpetuity in a specific course(s) 

or all courses. 

v. Closure of the Courses / Programmes of study / Department(s) and Off-Campus(es) / 

Constituent Institution(s) / Off-Shore Campuses. 

vi. Withdrawal of the notification of declaration as Institution Deemed to be University. 

B. Violations leading to non-adherence of the Regulations: 

i. Where any deficiencies in complying with the provisions of these Regulations come to the 

notice of the Commission, it shall issue a warning in that regard to the Institution Deemed to 

be Universityrequiring rectification within a reasonable time; and, failure to take remedial 

action within the said period shall attract punishments provided under these Regulations. 

Provided that any punishment awarded to the institution Deemed to be university shall be 

without detriment to the interests of the students. 

ii. Vice-Chancellor of the Institution Deemed to be University may be removed as per the 

procedure laid down in relevant Clause of these Regulations. 

iii. Repeated violations of the provisions of these regulations shall attract action(s) mentioned in 

Clause 16.05A, herein above. 
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la-  54] ubZ fnYyh] lkseokj] iQjojh 12] 2018@ek?k  23] 1939 
No. 54] NEW DELHI, MONDAY,  FEBRUARY 12,  2018/MAGHA  23, 1939

ekuo lalk/ku fodkl ea=ky;ekuo lalk/ku fodkl ea=ky;ekuo lalk/ku fodkl ea=ky;ekuo lalk/ku fodkl ea=ky;    

¼fo”ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx½¼fo”ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx½¼fo”ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx½¼fo”ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx½    

vf/klwpukvf/klwpukvf/klwpukvf/klwpuk    

ubZ fnYyh] 12 Qjojh] 2018 

fo”ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx fo”ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx fo”ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx fo”ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx [xzsMsM Lok;Ÿkrk iznku djus ds fy, fo”ofo|ky;ksa ¼dsoy½ dk Js.khdj.kxzsMsM Lok;Ÿkrk iznku djus ds fy, fo”ofo|ky;ksa ¼dsoy½ dk Js.khdj.kxzsMsM Lok;Ÿkrk iznku djus ds fy, fo”ofo|ky;ksa ¼dsoy½ dk Js.khdj.kxzsMsM Lok;Ÿkrk iznku djus ds fy, fo”ofo|ky;ksa ¼dsoy½ dk Js.khdj.k]    
fofu;e] 2018fofu;e] 2018fofu;e] 2018fofu;e] 2018    

QkQkQkQk----    lalalala----    1&8@2017¼lh1&8@2017¼lh1&8@2017¼lh1&8@2017¼lh----ihihihih----ihihihih----&&&&II½½½½----—fuEufyf[kr dks loZ lk/kkj.k dh tkudkjh fy, izdkf'kr fd;k 
tkrk gS%—    

HkwfedkHkwfedkHkwfedkHkwfedk    

tcfd fo”ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx ¼fo¼fo¼fo¼fo----vvvv----vkvkvkvk----½½½½ mPprj f”k{kk laLFkkuksa ¼,p¼,p¼,p¼,p----bZbZbZbZ----vkbZvkbZvkbZvkbZ----½½½½ esa mPprj f”k{kk ds 
ekudksa dk fu/kkZj.k ,oa lao/kZu djus rFkk cuk;s j[kus ds fy, vf/knsf”kr gSA  

tcfd fo”ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx ,sls ifjos'k fuekZ.k djus dh vkOk”;drk dks ekU;rk iznku djrk gS 
ftlds }kjk mPprj f”k{kk laLFkku oSf'od mRd`’Vrk ds laLFkku cu ldsaA 

tcfd fo”ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx bl ckr dks ekU;rk iznku djrk gS fd Lok;Ÿkrk mPprj f”k{kk esa 
laLFkkxr mRd`’Vrk rFkk lao/kZu ds fy, vR;ko';d gS rFkk fofu;ked laxBu dks mPprj f”{kk eas mRd`’Vrk dh 
fn'kk esa csgrj dk;Z fu"iknu dj jgs laLFkkuksa dks lqfo/kk iznku djus dh vkOk”;drk gSA 

blfy,] fo”ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx vf/kfu;e] 1956195619561956 dh /kkjk 12121212 ds [k.M ¼´½ ds lkFk ifBr /kkjk 26262626 
dh mi/kkjk ¼1½¼1½¼1½¼1½ ds [k.M ¼N½ }kjk iznŸk “kfDr;ksa dk iz;ksx djrs gq, fo”ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx ,rn~}kjk 
fuEufyf[kr fofu;e cukrk gS %& 

1- y?kq “kh’kZd] vuqç;ksx ,oa çorZuy?kq “kh’kZd] vuqç;ksx ,oa çorZuy?kq “kh’kZd] vuqç;ksx ,oa çorZuy?kq “kh’kZd] vuqç;ksx ,oa çorZu

1111---- bu fofu;eksa dks fo”ofo|ky; vuqnku vk;ksx ¼xszMsM Lok;Ÿkrk iznku djus ds fy, fo”ofo|ky;ksa
¼dsoy½ dk Js.khdj.k½ fofu;e] 2018201820182018 dgk tk;sxkA

EXTRACT OF UGC [CATEGORISATION OF UNIVERSITYS (ONLY) FOR GRANT OF GRADED AUTONOMY] REGULATION, 2018
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4.10  Universities may offer courses in the Open and Distance Learning mode, without approval of the 

Commission, provided it satisfies all the conditions  laid down under  UGC (Open and Distance 

Learning) Regulations, 2017 and amendments from time to time.  

4.11 Universities shall be exempted from annual monitoring of their off-campus centre(s) and / or the study 

centre(s), as stipulated under Section 3.3 of the UGC (Establishment of and Maintenance of Standards 

in Private Universities) Regulations, 2003 as amended /modified from time to time, except when there 

is substantive evidence of their not meeting basic minimum criteria or of irregularities or malpractices. 

4.12 In case there is any external review required by the Commission under any statute or executive order, 

then it would be sufficient that the institution sends a report to the Commission in a prescribed review 

format. 

5. Dimensions of Autonomy for Category-II Universities 

5.1 Universities may start a new course/programme department/school/centre in disciplines that form a 

part of its existing academic framework without approval of the UGC, provided no demand for fund is 

made from the government on account of starting the new course/programme/department/school/ 

centre. Degree programs shall be consistent with the approved nomenclature of the UGC. Diploma 

and certificate courses approved by its Statutory Authorities or Statutory Regulatory Authorities 

wherever required, may be started in new and innovative areas that are relevant to local, national or 

international needs, with information to the UGC : 

 Provided that for Government owned Deemed to be Universities, approval shall be taken from the 

Government if funding is sought from the Government for starting a new course/programme/ 

department/school in self-financing mode. 

5.2  While according permission of starting off campus centers by Institutions Deemed to be Universities, 

no inspection of the Commission shall be required. This concession shall be subjected to opening two 

off-campus centres in every five years and as stipulated in the UGC (Deemed to be Universities) 

Regulations, 2016 and amendments, if any, from time to time.  

5.3 Universities may start skill courses, consistent with the National Skills Qualification Framework, 

without approval of the UGC, provided no demand for fund is made from the government on account 

of starting the new courses. Degree programmes shall be consistent with the approved nomenclature 

of UGC. Diploma and certificate courses approved by its Statutory Authorities or Statutory 

Regulatory Authorities wherever required, may be started in new and innovative areas that are 

relevant to local, national or international needs, with information to the UGC.  

5.4 Universities, subject to the Rules, Regulations and Guidelines of the Government of India, may hire, 

without approval of the Commission, foreign faculty having taught at any institution appearing in top 

five hundred of any of the world renowned ranking frameworks, such as the Times Higher Education 

World University Rankings or the QS Rankings, upto twenty percent over and above of their total 

sanctioned faculty strength. Universities will have the freedom to hire foreign faculty on 

“tenure/contract” basis as per the terms and conditions approved by their Governing Council/Statutory 

bodies. 

5.5 Universities, while following the pay scales as laid down by the Commission, shall build in an 

incentive structure to attract talented faculty, with the condition that the incentive structure shall have 

to be paid from their own revenue sources and not from Commission or Government funds. Such 

incentive structure shall be strictly merit based with clear defined, transparent and objective criteria 

and should not be universal. It must necessarily be approved by both the Academic Council and the 

Finance Committee of the Institution, apart from Statutory Bodies like Senate/Syndicate/Executive 

Council, as the case may be.  The Commission shall be informed of the incentive structure within 

thirty days of approval by the statutory bodies of the Institution. 

5.6     Universities shall be free to admit foreign students on merit subject to a maximum of twenty percent, 

over and above of the strength of their approved domestic students. Universities would be free to fix 

and charge fees from foreign students without any restriction. 

5.7 Universities may offer courses in the Open and Distance Learning mode, with approval of the 

Commission, provided it satisfies all the conditions  laid down under  UGC (Open and Distance 

Learning) Regulations, 2017 and amendments from time to time.  
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प्राजधकार स ेप्रकाजित
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जिश् िजिद्यालय ऄनदुान अयोग 

ऄजधसचूना 

नइ ददल्ली, 4 जसतम् बर, 2020 

स.ं जम. 1-1/2020 (डेब-I).—जिश् िजिद्यालय ऄनुदान अयोग ऄजधजनयम, 1956 (1956 का 3) की धारा 12 के 

खंड (ञ) के साथ पठठत धारा 26 की ईप-धारा (1) और (2) द्वारा प्रदत्त िजियों का प्रयोग करते हुए और जिश् िजिद्यालय 

ऄनुदान अयोग (मिु और दरूस्ट्थ माध्यमों से जिक्षा प्राजि) जिजनयम, 2017 और जिश् िजिद्यालय ऄनुदान अयोग 

(ऑनलाआन पाठ्यक्रम ऄथिा काययक्रम) जिजनयम, 2018 का ऄजधक्रमण करत े हुए, ईन बातों के जसिाय, जजन्हें आस 

ऄजधक्रमण से पूिय दकया गया ह ैया करने का  लोप दकया गया है, जिश् िजिद्यालय ऄनुदान अयोग कें द्र सरकार की पूिय 

ऄनुमजत से एतदद्वारा आन जिजनयमों को बनाता ह,ै नामत:  

भाग- I 

प्रारंजभक 

1. लघ ुिीर्यक, ऄनपु्रयोग और प्रारंभ – (1) आन जिजनयमों को जिश् िजिद्यालय ऄनुदान अयोग (मुि एिं दरूस्ट्थ ज्ञान

ऄजयन काययक्रम और ऑनलाआन काययक्रम) जिजनयम, 2020 कहा जायेगा।

(2) आन जिजनयमों में मुि और दरूस्ट्थ ज्ञान ऄजयन पद्धजत और ऑनलाआन पद्धजत  के माध्यम से स्नातक और

स्नातकोत्तर स्ट्तरों पर जडग्री और स्नातकोत्तर स्ट्तर पर जड्लोमा प्रदान करने के न्यूनतम मानकों को जनधायठरत

दकया गया ह ैऔर यह अयोग द्वारा जारी ऄन्य जिजनयमों, ऄजधसूचनाओं,ददिाजनदेिों ऄथिा ऄनुदेिों को

जनष्प्प्रभािी नहीं बनाएंगे बजल्क ईनके ऄनपुूरक होंगें।

स.ं   354] नइ ददल्ली,  िुक्रिार, जसतम् बर 4, 2020/भाद्र 13, 1942 

No. 354] NEW DELHI, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2020/BHADRA 13, 1942 

सी.जी.-डी.एल.-अ.-05092020-221580
CG-DL-E-05092020-221580

EXTRACT OF UGC ODL AND ONLINE PROGRAMMES, REGULATIONS 2020
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(za) ―Prospectus‖ includes any publication, whether in print or e-form, issued for 

providing fair and transparent information, relating to a Higher Educational 

Institution and its programmes, to the general public (including to those seeking 

admission in such Higher Educational Institution) by the management of such 

Higher Educational Institution or any authority or person authorised by such 

Higher Educational Institution to do so; 

(zb) ―Regional Centre‖ means a Centre established or maintained by the Higher 

Educational Institution for the purpose of coordinating and supervising the work of 

the Learner Support Centres in the region as per its territorial jurisdiction and for 

performing such other functions as may be conferred on such Centre by the 

statutory authorities of the Higher Educational Institution; 

(zc)   ―Self-Learning e-Module‖ for Online mode means a modular unit of course 

material in e-learning form which is inter alia self-explanatory, self- contained, 

self-directed at the learner, and amenable to self-evaluation, and enables the learner 

to acquire the prescribed level of learning in a course of study and includes 

contents in the form of a combination of the following e-Learning content, 

namely:- 

(a) e-Text Materials;

(b) Video Lectures;

(c) Audio-Visual interactive material;

(d) Virtual Classroom sessions;

(e) Audio Pod casts;

(f) Virtual Simulation; and

(g) Self-Assessment Quizzes or Tests;

(zd)     ―Self-Learning Material‖ for Open and Distance Learning mode means and includes 

contents in the form of course material, whether print or in e- form, which is inter-

alia self-explanatory, self-contained, self-directed at the learner, and amenable to 

self-evaluation, and enables the learner to acquire the prescribed level of learning 

in a course of study, but does not include text-books or guide-books; 

(ze)  ―SWAYAM‖ (Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds) means 

the learning management system as specified in the UGC (Credit Framework for 

online learning courses through SWAYAM) Regulations, 2016.  

PART II 

RECOGNITION PROCESS FOR OFFERING PROGRAMMES UNDER OPEN AND 

DISTANCE LEARNING (ODL) MODE AND ONLINE MODE 

3. Institutional Level Eligibility Criteria.─

(A) Open and Distance Learning Mode: Any Higher Educational Institution, may apply for

offering programmes through the Open and Distance Learning mode, which fulfils the

following conditions, namely:-

(i) shall be accredited by the National Assessment and Accreditation Council with

minimum score of 3.01 on a 4-point scale;

or

having rank in top-100 in University category of National Institutional Ranking

Framework, at least once in two preceding cycles (at the time of application):

Provided that the NAAC and NIRF Ranking requirements shall be valid for academic session 

2020-2021 (session beginning July, 2020 and January, 2021) only and shall be reviewed 

subsequently by the Commission for the academic session 2021-2022 (session beginning July 

2021) and onwards: 
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Provided further that in view of unprecedented circumstances due to COVID-19 pandemic, 

the Higher Educational Institutions recognised by the University Grants Commission to 

offer programmes in Open and Distance Learning mode till the academic session 2019-

2020 to enable them to reach the prescribed quality National Assessment and Accreditation 

Council benchmark and had submitted an undertaking to the effect that they will attain a 

National Assessment and Accreditation Council score of 3.26 on a 4-point scale before the 

end of academic session July 2019 - June 2020, and have also submitted an application to 

the National Assessment and Accreditation Council till 29 February 2020, shall continue to 

offer programmes, already recognised for the academic session 2019-2020, in Open and 

Distance Learning mode for a period of one year, academic session 2020-2021, starting 

from July 2020. Thereafter these Higher Educational Institutions shall be required to attain 

the eligibility mentioned at sub-clause (i) above: 

Provided also that the NAAC condition mentioned above shall not be applicable to the 

Open Universities already recognised by the Commission for offering Open and Distance 

Learning Programmes for the academic year 2019-2020. These Open Universities shall be 

required to submit an affidavit that they shall obtain NAAC accreditation prior to the 

completion of the current recognition period, as specified in the Commission order already 

issued, failing which the Commission shall not accord further recognition to the 

programmes of such Open Universities under Open and Distance Learning mode: 

Provided also that Open Universities not recognised by the Commission under UGC (Open 

and Distance Learning) Regulations, 2017 shall be required to obtain National Assessment 

and Accreditation Council (NAAC) accreditation within one year of their becoming eligible 

for accreditation by the National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC), failing 

which the Commission shall not accord further recognition to the programmes of such Open 

Universities under Open and Distance Learning mode: 

Provided also that an Institution Deemed to be a University under section 3 of the 

University Grants Commission Act, 1956 shall offer programmes in Open and Distance 

Learning mode in accordance with the extant Deemed to be University Regulations and also 

in compliance to the provisions of these regulations; 

(B) Online Mode 

(a) Higher Educational Institutions having NAAC score 3.26 and above or having rank 

in Top-100 in University category of National Institutional Ranking Framework, at 

least twice in three preceding cycles (at the time of application), shall be permitted 

to start full-fledged Online programmes without prior approval of the UGC, 

provided it satisfies all the conditions mentioned in these regulations: 

Provided that the Higher Educational Institutions can start maximum of three (03) 

Under Graduate (UG) programmes and ten (10) Post Graduate (PG) programmes 

with the approval of its statutory authorities and in strict compliance with the 

provisions of these regulations: 

Provided further that the NAAC and NIRF Ranking requirements shall be valid for 

academic session 2020-2021 (session beginning July, 2020 and January, 2021) only 

and shall be reviewed subsequently by the Commission for the academic session 

2021-2022 (session beginning July 2021) and onwards: 

Provided also that Higher Educational Institutions shall be required to submit 

application and desired information, and comply to all the provisions of the 

regulations and shall be required to submit an affidavit to the UGC: 

Provided also, that in case, the Higher Educational Institutions want to start more 

than the defined number of programmes, then they shall seek prior permission from 

the Commission. 

(b) Any Higher Educational Institution, may apply for offering programmes through 

the Online mode, which fulfils the following conditions, namely:- 

(i) shall be in existence for at least three years; and 
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(ii) shall be accredited by the National Assessment and Accreditation Council

with minimum score of 3.01 on a 4-point scale;

or

shall be in the top-100 in University category in the National Institutional

Ranking Framework for at least once in last two preceding cycles (at the

time of application):

Provided that the NAAC and NIRF Ranking requirements shall be valid for 

academic session 2020-2021 (session beginning July, 2020 and January, 2021) 

only and shall be reviewed subsequently by the Commission for the academic 

session 2021-2022 (session beginning July 2021) and onwards: 

Provided further that the condition mentioned at item (ii) of sub-clause (b) shall 

not be applicable to the Open Universities already recognised by the Commission 

for offering Open and Distance Learning programmes or Online programmes for 

the academic year 2019-2020. These Open Universities shall be required to submit 

an affidavit that they shall obtain National Assessment and Accreditation Council 

(NAAC) accreditation prior to the completion of the current recognition period, as 

specified in the Commission order already issued, failing which the Commission 

shall not accord further recognition to the programmes of such Open Universities 

under Online mode: 

Provided also that a Higher Educational Institution having National Assessment 

and Accreditation Council (NAAC) valid score equal or more than 3.26 or having 

rank in Top-100 in University category of National Institutional Ranking 

Framework at least twice in three preceding cycles shall be permitted to enroll 

International Learners also: 

Provided also that an Institution Deemed to be a University under section 3 of the 

University Grants Commission Act, 1956 shall offer programmes in Online mode 

in accordance with the extant Deemed to be University Regulations and also in 

compliance to the provisions of these regulations. 

4. Requirements for Submission of Proposals.─

(A) Common Provisions for Open and Distance Learning Mode and Online Mode: Every

Higher Educational Institution eligible as per regulation 3 and intending to offer a

programme in Open and Distance Learning mode and/or Online mode from the academic

session shall make an application to the Commission in the format mentioned in sub-

regulation (1) of regulation 5 with documentary evidence for grant of recognition on

fulfillment of the following conditions, namely:

(i) the Higher Educational Institution has complied with the Institutional eligibility

criteria as per regulation 3 of these regulations;

(ii) the Higher Educational Institution has the approval of the statutory bodies under its

Act for offering the programme in Open and Distance Learning mode or Online

mode, as the case may be;

(iii) the list of proposed programmes to be offered in Open and Distance Learning mode

or Online mode, as applicable, the expected enrolment of learners, the learning

outcome of each programmes and other requirements as notified by the

Commission from time to time;

(iv) for the programmes falling under the ambit of a statutory or regulatory authority or

regulatory council, the Higher Educational Institution has the approval or

recommendations of the respective statutory or regulatory authority or regulatory

council for offering the programmes in Open and Distance Learning mode or

Online mode, as applicable;
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27. Reservation policy.— Institution deemed to be University shall implement the policy on reservations in

admissions and recruitment, in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of India and any Act of Parliament for

the time  being in force and disclose all such information on its website.

28. Online or distance education.— Institutions deemed to be Universities may offer courses online or distance

courses or degrees in accordance with the regulations notified by the Commission from time to time.

29. Power to conduct enquiry and consequences for violation of regulations.— (1) Where the Government or the

Commission, as the case may be, receives information by way of a  complaint or otherwise, that an institution deemed

to be University has violated any of the provisions of these regulations, it shall cause to conduct an enquiry into the

facts of such information after issuing a notice to the said effect to the institution deemed to be University.

(2) The Commission may also cause an inspection, to be made by experts in matters of academics,

administration, and finance regarding academic outcomes or any matter connected with the administration or finances 

of the institution deemed to be University for the purpose of the enquiry. 

(3) Based on the enquiry or through procedures mentioned in these regulations, if the Government or the

Commission, as the case may be, is satisfied that the regulations have been violated, the institution deemed to be 

University shall be subjected to such action as provided in these regulations. 

30. Consideration of proposals under previous regulations.—All the applications for the declaration of an

institution as an institution deemed to be a University, or for the approval for establishing off-campus centres or off-

shore campuses, that have been received by the Government or are pending or under process in the Commission prior

to the date of publication of these regulations, as the case may be, shall be processed under the provisions of these

regulations:

Provided that the applicant may submit an undertaking in writing that such an application may be processed 

in terms of the regulations of the Commission governing an institution deemed to be University as were in force on 

the date of such application, and that, subject to the approval of the application under those regulations, the applicant 

shall comply with the provisions of these regulations within a period of six years from the date of approval, as the case 

may be, failing which the status of the applicant as an institution deemed to be University or status of the off-campus 

or off-shore campus shall be withdrawn. 

31. Funds, Accounts, Audit, and Annual Report.— (1) The books of accounts of the institution deemed to be

University shall be maintained, managed, and operated in the name of the institution deemed to be University and not

in the name of the sponsoring body or any other body; and, shall be kept in such form as may be specified by the

Executive Council and conform to the rules or regulations, if any, prescribed by the  Commission, in this regard.

(2) Funds shall not be diverted at any time from the accounts of the institution deemed to be University to any

other accounts, including to the accounts of the sponsoring body or to any other body. 

(3) The institution deemed to be University shall get its books of accounts audited annually, separately

published and uploaded on the website of the institution; and if such institution is funded by Central or State 

Government or through its Agencies fully or partially, then the accounts of such institution deemed to be University 

shall be open for examination by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India and the accounts of institution deemed 

to be University shall also, where required, be open for inspection by the Commission. 

(4) The annual financial statements and accounts shall be audited by a qualified professional, a Member or

Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India, to be appointed by the institution deemed to be University: 

Provided that, the Commission may, on receipt of information regarding financial impropriety or 

embezzlement or illegal diversion of funds from the accounts of the institution deemed to be University; or of fees 

being collected against the provisions of these regulations, issue a notice directing the institution deemed to be 

University to show cause as to why an inspection, including a forensic audit, not be ordered in respect of the 

complaint, and after providing a reasonable opportunity to the respondent institution, the Commission may on being 

satisfied that there were sufficient grounds to proceed further, cause an inspection by a team of the Commission or 

may direct a forensic audit; the report of and the inspection team and the forensic audit report taken together shall 

form the basis for the Commission to take further action, as it may be deem fit, under these regulations including the 

recommendation for withdrawal of institution deemed to be University status, to the Government. 

(5) Annual Reports, Annual Financial Statements, and Audit Reports shall be uploaded on the institution

deemed to be University website and also on the Commission’s portal, after due approval by the Executive Council 

and the institution deemed to be Universities managed or  controlled or funded by the Central or State Government 

shall submit a copy of the annual report, Annual Financial Statements and annual audit report to the respective 

Government. 

32. Miscellaneous.— (1) The institution deemed to be University shall, as soon as may be, after the completion of the

academic programme, and in no case later than one hundred and eighty days from the date of such completion, ensure
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